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Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

The references listed on the enclosed PTO Form- 1 449 are submitted pursuant 
to 37 CFR §§ 1.56, 1.97, and 1.98. Copies of the references are enclosed as necessary. 

This information disclosure statement is being filed, to the best of the 
undersigned's knowledge, before the mailing date of a first Office Action on the merits. In 
accordance with 37 CFR § 1.97(b), no certification or fee is required. 



CERTIFICATION 

The person signing below certifies that no item of information contained in 
this Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign application or, to the knowledge of the person signing the 
certification after making reasonable inquiry, was known to any individual designated in 37 
CFR §1. 56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of this statement. 37 CFR 



§ 1.97(e)(2). 



RECEIVED 

FEB 1 9 2002 

TC 1 700 



METHOD OF PAYMENT 



No fee is required. 

The Commissioner is authorized to charge any fee deficiency required by this 
paper, or credit any overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 13-2855. A copy of this paper is 



enclosed. 



Respectfully submitted, 

MARSHALL, GERSTEIN, & BORUN 
6300 Sears Tower 
233 South Wacker Drive 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6357 
(312)474-6300 




Frankie Ho 
Registration No: 48,479 
Attorney for Applicants 



January 16, 2002 



